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It goes without saying that a lot can be learnt about a people reading their traditional legends.

Last year I invited my second year students to bring a local legend of their choice into the class; it turned out to be a very good idea, as Aosta Valley happens to have a rich heritage, and each one of my students was able to find a different legend to tell.

What’s more I happened to have a Tai student visitor that year as well as a student with Moroccan roots in that class, so the range of contributions became even wider.

The material was submitted to me in digital form and edited; meanwhile the students told me about their legend during the interviews, which helped varying the activity and making it more interesting (for the teacher, first of all!).

It provided also inspiration to discuss the theme of superstition and taboos, which was prompted by my foreign student’s slideshow and extended as a class discussion, with the teacher acting as a chairman.

The final result is the slideshows you’ll find enclosed.

The whole range of activity served a multiplicity of cultural, social and language tasks:

the students

had to make their own research,

practiced a variety of verb tenses,

learnt words from new language fields – (mountain landscape, religion, sports, fairy tale and magic)

were able to learn and discuss the origin of some taboos, legends and superstition.

It is a very interesting yet easy activity to organize and carry out, and I strongly recommend it to any class!

